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To the Right etc rh Thomas Eſton, Eſq; Mayor ; The Right Worſhipful 
Sir John Charchhill, Xaight, Recorder: And the Right Worſhipful, and 
E- Worſbipful, the Court of Aldermen, Fu Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace now 
* Aſſembled inthe General Seffons of the Peace, Court of Oyer and Terminer, 


and General Gbal-delivery holden for this City, and County of the ſame City, 
I the 13th. day of March, in the Five and Thirtieth Tear of His Mas 


jeſties Reign, Annoque Dom. 1682. 
The Humble P reſentment of the Grand Inqueſt. 


Civ. Briſfol. E, the Grand Jurors for the Body of this City, and County of the fame, ha- 
| ving duly Confidered the Obligation of our Oath, the Particulars of our . 
»” F Charge, the Nature of our Duty, and the Circumſtances of this City, Have 
purſuant thereunto laid before this Court ſeveral Bills of Indiftment of great and hai- 
nous Offences, to which, as'to ſo many Grievances, having found your ready Concur- 
rence for their redreſs, we can do no leſs in point of Gratitude than apply our ſelves unto 
your Worſhips, Humbly to acknowledge the great Happineſs we do-enjoy under your 
Care and conſtant Attendance-on the' arduous Afﬀairs of diſtributive Juſtice, whereby 
we receive thoſe Benefits of the Law which were intended for us in their firſt Ordina- 
r10n. 

As for this City in relation to Unlawful Aſſemblies and Seditious Conventicles, ſo 
much lately frequented within the fame by Men who thought their Numbers of Offen- 
ders, and Confidence in Offending, ſhould have tired out all Proſecution, and have car- 
ried all before them ; We muſt needs fay, .it is owing to the Vigilancy and Induſtry of 
the Magiſtrates that they are now Suppreſſed ; for that by putting the Laws in due Exe- 
cution,” they been taught, even by teeling Arguments, that the beft way for their 
Ring-leaders tale laſts of Mif-Rule ) is to March off; and the beſt way tor their 
Followers is to Retract and Conform. By which they have told the World, That their 
great Pretence, wherewith they have ſo long Cheated others and one another | That 
Matter of Religion and Conſcience was the Cauſe of their Separation ] is nothing elſe 
but a falſe Suggeſtion, and thereby have for ever battled their Plea of 'that Argument, 
whereby they endeavoured to baftle Juſtice it ſelf, and dared the Magiſtrate to give 
them Oppoſition ; ſo that now the buſineſs of the Magiſtrate is rendred much more 
'eaſie for their future Suppreſſion, He having only to do with them in the Plea of Ob- 
ſtinacy, the only ſurviving Argument for Non-Conformity. 

We ſhalt only in this particular make bold to repeat a ſhort Sentence out of the Lord - 
Keepers Speech to Serjeant Saunders, at his being made Lord Chief Juſtice : 7he Temper 
of this preſent Age requires your Severity in C aſes of Sedition ; it was lately” grown to 
that height of Inſolence, and managed with that Malice, that it was thought very near 

breaking 
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op the beginning of ſo dangerous and quick ſprain + Payſon, T2 TS Pe a © 
the Materials of Sedition : A great means toward which will be to cut off: alf hopes it may = 
have of Countenance in the Courts of Juſtice. £2 3 AG BBS "be 1x, Ea OS | 
And for as much as our late Recdfder, Sir Revert Atkiys, being Profecmag for ſeves-*- *!. © 
ral Mifcarriagesin the Execution of his Offiegy hath been fel te des the faine, + 
We Preſent our Hearty Thanks to'the Right"Worſhipfuh;#the Mayo?, Aldermen, and 
Common Council for their Prudent Management of that Afar, more eſpecially. 
for their moſt Happy Choice of ſo Worthy, ſo Learned, and*ſo Loyal a Perſon to ſuc--- 
ceed in his room; and be our preſent Recorder, whoſe —_— of the ſaid Office 
and Service of this Ciry we Thonhgy Epenapngrers whoſe the- 
Bench inthe Exdlation of abe ſame te moſt Heartly .\ 
And whereas £ hath pleaſed ourWÞvereign the 
Warrants to be flued out againſt the-Charter &f this City;: red , 
an Ariyer thereuntd': We do ther ; as our in ſtation, y £ 
mend. the, ſame .to your Worſhips, deſiring that_a-timely and EffeQtual Gare may 
_ inthat- ſo 95 py hee an Aﬀair wh - —_— mf\ beſt confift $oSel 
ervation of the gpod Eſteem and high R. HisMajeſty hath been Gramauſly pleaſed 
ſo frequently to op towards hy City. And Po Man Age thi Du- 
tifulneſsand Loyalty which we have fo often: profeſſed, and do ever intend to bear. to- 
wards'Hi'Moſt Sacred Majeſty, and which may moſt dire&ly«tend to. the future Good 
ahd Advantage of this City, and the Ancient Pantden gf the jam: 44 
We Preſent, That. there baving been ſeverat-Sums 'o Maney vyes Þy Diſtreſſes 
on the Goods. of ſeveral Perſons Convicted of being at Unlawful Aſſemblies and Sedi- 
tipus Conyenticles, which ( as.we are Informed):),-remain: in ſeveral $ Hands 'un- 
diſpoſed of, whereby che Proſecution of Offenders. hath been delay'd, .and His Maje- 
ſties Service in that Reſpect obſtructed, - We do therefore Humbly delire that your Wors 
ſhips will be pleaſed to cauſe the ſaid Moneys to be brought into Court, and diſtributed 
accordihg as the Law hath diredted, and tak Tape may be taken to the ſame purpoſe 
for the future, that ſo the Execution of the 'Laws may be encouraged, and the Þr - 
ceedings-of this City Vindicated in ſo doing. | 
We Preſent John Dowly, Robert aſs Fohn Walden, John Brainton, Michael Pindar, © 
and others, for that in Fawuary and February laſt paſt they opened their Shops, expoſed 
Goods! to; Sale, and fo continued to hold the Fair, called St. Pax/'s Fair, 1n Temple 
Pariſh-within this City, longer than the time limited inthe Charter for holding the ſaid 
Fair, to. the manifeſt Detriment of the Priviledges and Liberties of this City, and the 
Free Burgeſles thereof, : 
And finee the welfare of this City doth very much conſiſt in the Adyantages we receive 
by the River, which our Anceſtors always ſtudied to ſecure from all Obſtruftions and 
Damages. We therefore deſire. your Worſhips to continue the Preſervation of the ſaid 
River; Andto that End, either to chooſe'a Committee for inſpeRing the ſame, and from 
time to time to cauſe the Offenders in this point to be brought before your Worſhips, to 
be proceeded ogaiad as the Laws direct, or to take ſuch other EffeQtual Courſe therein, 


as toyour Worſhips ſhall ſeem moſt fit and expedient. 


> 


We Conclude with our Prayers that God will Bleſs this City with Proſperity, 
and the Happy Effetts we have reaſon to promiſe our ſelves under your 
Worſhips good Management of the Government thereof. This Kingdom 
with Peace, and the Kings Majeſty with Health and length of Days, That 
he may out-live the Malice of his Enemies. That no Copfnapes formed 
againſt him may proſper. That his Enemies may be cloathed with Confufton, 
awd that on bis Head the Crown may Flouriſh. Amen. a 


"God Savethe KING. 
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